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EMERALD COAST WRITERS  

7th ANNUAL CONFERENCE   

 
Welcome to the 7th Annual Emerald Coast Writers Conference. We hope you will find a vast 

amount of information to digest about the writing business, meet new friends, fill your head with 

inspiring ideas, and maybe even receive a request from an agent to see a partial or a full ms.  

 
The Oasis Room serves as the conference hospitality suite. You will find the Oasis Room behind 

the main hotel pool by the Grotto Pool. An ECW greeter should be available at the hotel entrance 

to assist with directions. The Oasis Room is where you will register, meet other authors, and 

relax with refreshments and snacks. We ask only that you refrain from using this room while the 

agent interviews are taking place. When interviews are in session, a sign will be posted in front 

of the door. Thank you for your cooperation.  

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: AGENT APPOINTMENTS WILL BE GOING ON FRIDAY AND SATURDAY IN 

THE OASIS ROOM. PLEASE SHOW UP 10 MINUTES EARLY FOR APPOINTMENTS. NO-SHOWS WILL 

NOT BE RE-SCHEDULED. 

 
If you have any concerns during your visit, please contact the Conference Chair, Joyce Holland. 

You will usually find her in the Oasis Room, but failing that, feel free to call her on the cell 

phone she has shackled to her wrist. To reach Joyce call (850) 243-6570.  

 

 

DAY, ck up your conference materials take a walk on the beach. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 8TH 

Oasis Room 

Early registration 12:00 – 4:00 p.m. 

Pick up your conference materials, browse the facilities, and take a walk on the beach. 

Pictured below left to right: The Ambassador Room; heated pool, Forum Room in Gulf-side building; 

Lobby near the Senator Room 

 

 

                             

 

                                        

            

 



 

FRIDAY, APRIL 9
th

  – CONFERENCE KICK-OFF 

Ambassador Room 

7:45 – 9:00 a.m. 

PRESIDENT’S WELCOME AND CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST 

SESSION ONE 

9:00 - 9:45 a.m. 

AMBASSADOR ROOM 

CRITIQUE WORKSHOP 

Mary Brown, Critique Chair 

 

This is a special presentation, one we hope to duplicate each year. It‘s a hands-on critique workshop 

for all attendees, regardless of the genre they write. Don‘t miss this opportunity to kick-start your 

creative juices into action. Dare to be dramatic, show us your stuff! 

Present your work (up to 500 words) and have it critiqued by the group and the authors and speakers 

attending the conference. Bring a couple of pages of your novel that don‘t seem to work or that 

opening hook you want to test for effect before sending it out.  Or, bring a synopsis, scene from a 

screen play, abstract for your nonfiction project, whatever part cries for feedback.   

 

This is a new workshop that we believe will benefit you when you attend the sessions that follow. 

Who knows? The comments you receive might just make it a breakthrough piece.  

SESSION TWO 

10:00 - 10:45 a.m. 

     

AMBASSADOR ROOM 

Kathy Carmichael 

Turning your talents Into Income 

How to make any writing project 

profitable. Explore the resources and 

avenues that lead to success. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FORUM ROOM 

Elizabeth Sinclair 

Learning the Essential 

Elements of Your Book’s 

All-important Introduction 

to an Editor or Agent 

The workshop will include:   

Opening hooks. Introduction 

to the main characters. 

Inciting incidents. Chapter 

one, what to include. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 SENATOR ROOM 

Darlene Dean 

Creativity Workshop:  

Painted yourself in a 

corner?   

(Hands-On Writing Session) 

Learn 5 techniques for 

unleashing your creativity 

and then putting them to use 

in a real-time writing 

exercise. Bring paper, pen, 

and your creative mind! 

. 

 

 

 

 
 

  



SESSION THREE 

11:00 - 11:45 a.m. 

     

AMBASSADOR ROOM 

Barbara DeShong 

How to Write so Your Work Stands 

Out 
This workshop focuses on how to 

‗wow‘ your reader from page one and 

keep her reading. Dr. DeShong will 

discuss the essential questions a writer 

needs to ask in the development of 

every scene, from opening sentence to 

cliffhanger—if the reader is to stay 

excited about your story. 

 

 FORUM ROOM 

Vicki Hinze 

Shifting Gears and Taking 

Risks 

Best-selling author Vicki 

Hinze started out writing 

romantic suspense, but  

shifted gears to become one of 

the first authors to write 

military romantic suspense, 

military romantic intrigue,  

and military romantic thrillers, 

efforts for which she has been 

credited with a Career 

Achievement Award. Recently 

she has shifted focus to 

Christian fiction 

 

 SENATOR ROOM 

Randy Rawls 

Writing to Avoid Rejection  

Learning the pitfalls that 

guarantee a rejection letter 

and how to avoid them. 

 

SESSION FOUR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Join the agents, the keynote, and seminar leaders for a casual cocktail party and buffet. Sit inside or 

enjoy the ocean breeze near the waterfall pool. Dress is casual. Don‘t miss one of the most popular 

events of the conference and an opportunity to network with the best.  (Left and Center Photo by Joe 

Meyer; Right Photo by Tom Dean) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SATURDAY, APRIL 10
th

  

Location: Oasis Room 

Registration continues 7:45 – 9:00 a.m. 

 

SATURDAY, APRIL 10
th

  

Ambassador Room 

7:45 – 9:00 A.M. 

President’s Welcome And Continental Breakfast 

SESSION ONE 

9:00 – 9:45 a.m. 
     

AMBASSADOR ROOM 

Vicki Hinze & Kathy 

Carmichael: The Basics 

Working With Agents and 

Editors 

How does the author actually 

work with and agent or editor? 

Who does what? When? And 

why it is important to know. 

Avoid the gaffs and career 

killers. 

 FORUM ROOM 

Randy Rawls 

Strong Writing Trumps 

Foul Language 

Find a better way to say it, 

rather than resort to old and 

tired gutter language clichés. 

 

 

 SENATOR ROOM 

Albert Bell 

Beyond POV: Getting Into Your 

Character’s Head 

The focus will be on how writers 

get beyond the basic questions of 

first or third person and create a 

character they know so their 

readers can know him/her as well. 

 

 

SESSION TWO 

10:00 – 10:45 a.m. 

     

AMBASSADOR ROOM 

Barbara DeShong 

How to Love the Writing Life 

Keep your inner generator 

pumping out  ideas and your 

fingers clicking the keys by 

maintaining a ‗writers‘ way of 

thinking about your work. This 

workshop covers the thinking 

habits that will keep you down. 

 

 

 

FORUM ROOM 

Vincent O’Neil 

Directing the Ensemble Cast 

in Your Head 

Directors, actors and designers 

all work together to tell a story 

in both the theater and film 

worlds – here‘s a way to use 

their methods in your writing. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 SENATOR ROOM 

Lori Strongin 

Query Letter Bootcamp 

Often called the ―Query Goddess,‖ 

Lori will guide writers through the 

query process, explaining the nuts 

and bolts of the query letter, and 

how to research and find potential 

agents and editors. 



 

 

SESSION THREE 

11:00 – 11:45 a.m. 

     

AMBASSADORE ROOM 

Elizabeth Sinclair 

Character Growth 

Character growth comes as a 

result of the character 

interacting with other characters 

and having lived through events 

that have either, changed his 

life, altered his personal internal 

agenda, or forced him to go 

beyond his limitations. In this 

workshop we‘ll explore how to 

make this happen as naturally 

as possible.  

 FORUM ROOM 

Kathy Carmichael & Vicki 

Hinze. 

Talking / Dialogue 

Writing dialogue that moves 

the story forward. Is natural 

really natural in a novel?  

Does the dialogue sound like 

the characters?  

 

 SENATOR ROOM 

Melita Gardner 

Rhyme is Not the Only Poetry. 

Workshop. Attendees should bring 

one to three poems to the session. 

Melita will read a sample poem for 

illustration. Attendees ‗may‘ read 

their work to the class. Comments 

and critiques will follow. Time 

permitting, poems will also be 

written during the session. That‘s 

the fun part. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 10
th

  

LUNCH ON YOUR OWN 

12:00 – 1:15 p.m. 

 

Check out the BBQ shack near the waterfall pool or the Garden Café just off the lobby. Or take a 

walk next door to the Boardwalk and find just about anything you can imagine. Seafood, burgers, 

wraps, etc. Hit  the beach, roam the grounds, or find a quiet place to plan which workshops you want 

to attend in the afternoon.   

 

SESSION FOUR 

SATURDAY, APRIL 10th 

SPECIAL EVENT – AMBASSADOR ROOM 

1:15 – 2:00 p.m. 

Special Event 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER, KRIS MONTEE (AKA) P.J. PARRISH 

BUILDING A BETTER ARC 

Yes, character is important. But if your plot isn‘t sturdy, your story will sink. Here are 

the common plot mistakes that guarantee rejection – and how to fix them. 

 

 



 

 
 

SESSION FIVE 

2:15 – 3:00 p.m. 

From head to toe, your body holds secrets 

for building a successful novel. Explore 

these skeletal wonders and watch dry 

bones come to life. 

Brainstorming is 

arguably the 

most important

part of our 

writing. Here‘s

how to keep the 

creative process 

going all the way 

to the final edits.

You have an idea. How do you make it 

into a story? The framework of your story 

is the plot. With participation from the 

audience, we‘ll develop an idea into a 

plot. 

 

SATURDAY, APRIL 10
th

  

READ-IT AGAIN HOSTS BOOK SIGNINGS - AMBASSADOR ROOM HALLWAY 

4:00 – 5:00 p.m. 

 

 

SATURDAY, APRIL 10
th

 

SPECIAL EVENT – EMPIRE ROOM 

6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

CLOSING BANQUET WITH KEYNOTE ADDRESS  

BY KRISTY MONTEE, ONE-HALF OF THE WRITING TEAM BEHIND    

THE BEST SELLING THRILLERS BY P. J. PARRISH 
 

The conference closes with an elegant banquet in the Empire Room where you will have a chance to 

socialize with old friends and new acquaintances, reminisce about the events of the two days, and 

challenge each other to make the dream of publication happen. There will be a cash bar for those 

who would like something other than coffee, tea, water, and soda.  
 

   
  

 


